


			


Suggested Sample 10-week Syllabus for Sociology: Understanding and Changing the Social World, v. 3.0, by Steven Barkan (Brief Edition)

Welcome to Sociology! This course introduces students to the sociological study of society and human behavior. A major goal will be to answer several questions: (1) What are the social, structural, and cultural influences on our behavior, attitudes, and life outcomes? (2) What are the sources, dynamics, and consequences of social inequality and of our major social institutions? and (3) What are the implications of sociological insights for social policy and social change? 

Classes will include informal lectures and discussions. Lectures will integrate course readings and incorporate other literature to present additional information. Discussions will help you learn to think sociologically and to deal critically with course materials. For us all to learn as much as possible from the course, regular class attendance and timely completion of reading assignments are essential. I will take attendance to support the following policy. An absence is excused if it occurs because of documented illness or a university-approved trip. Students with no more than two unexcused absences will receive three extra-credit points added to their final course grade and consideration in event of a borderline grade. Also, anyone who accumulates more than ten unexcused absences will get no higher than a C-.

For our class to succeed, we all must practice classroom etiquette by respecting each other’s opinions and following standards of common courtesy. Students must refrain from behaviors that violate these standards. These behaviors include, but are not limited to: excessive chattering; coming in late or leaving early, or leaving and then reentering class; using computers, cell phones, tablets, or other electronic devices; passing notes; reading newspapers or other inappropriate material in class; and sleeping in class. This is a zero-tolerance policy: offenders may be asked to leave the class and/or may suffer a reduction in their course grade, including possible failure in the course, and other sanctions allowed by the University. Such sanctions may occur whether or not you are asked to correct your behavior.

The grade for the course will be determined as follows. Three multiple-choice exams will be given, and each exam will count for one-third of the course grade. In determining the final course grade, an average of 94-100=A, 90-93=A-, 87-89=B+, 84-86=B, 80-83=B-, and so forth. 

I hope you will enjoy the course and will do my best to make sure you do. I bring into this course many years of teaching about, and doing research on, various sociological topics. I'll be very interested in your views on the course as we proceed, and welcome your thoughts throughout the semester.



REQUIRED READING 

Steven E. Barkan, Sociology: Understanding and Changing the Social World, v. 3.0 (brief edition)


TOPICS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS 

Part I. Introducing Sociology

Week 1			The Sociological Perspective. Chapter 1
				
Part II. The Basics of Social Life

	Week 2   			Culture and Socialization. Chapters 2-3
	
Week 3			Groups, Deviance, and Social Control. Chapters 4-5


Part III. Social Inequalities

Week 4			Social Stratification, Race, and Ethnicity. Chapters 6-7
				
Week 5			Gender and Aging. Chapters 8-9

	
Part IV. Social Institutions

Week 6			Politics and the Economy. Chapter 10

Week 7			The Family, Education, and Religion. Chapters 11-12

Week 8			Health and Medicine. Chapter 13			 


Part V. Social Change

Week 9	Social Change: Population, Urbanization, and Social Movements. Chapter 14. 

Week 10		Conclusion: Understanding and Changing the Social World. 	Chapter 15. 




