


INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC SPEAKING

The basic difference between the inductive approach to teaching public speaking and the traditional deductive approach is simple. The deductive approach starts with the final product of a full speech and, once the instructor lays out all the components, expects students to reproduce a full speech. In contrast, the inductive approach is like the construction of a building one block at a time: each component of a speech is learned, one at a time, as students build gradually toward a full speech. Thus, the inductive approach breaks down the components into manageable chunks. Since each task is a manageable size, students experience reduced anxiety, increased confidence, and greater mastery and retention.

The inductive approach to this course also employs four other proven teaching methods: 

1. At the start of the course, students are put into small groups that they keep all semester. This allows students time to build satisfying group relationships and peer support, boosts learning as students help each other, and promotes in-class engagement through hands-on group exercises. Groups of 5–7 students are ideal; this syllabus assumes a class with four small groups. 

2. Unlike the traditional deductive approach that begins with abstract concepts, the inductive approach puts concrete tasks first. Students, who typically take the course only because it is required, begin not with abstractions but with manageably sized, hands-on concrete tasks. 

3. Breaking down tasks readily leads to grading rubrics that, when used throughout the semester, function for students as precise checklists of expectations and for instructors as a constant baseline for teaching and reinforcing concepts. Standardized rubrics also facilitate prompt feedback and objective grading. 

4. A basic principle of effective teaching is explaining new concepts in terms of familiar ones. For that reason, students share the same topics, “The Value of a College Education” and “A Major Problem That College Students Face,” for their first two speeches. Then, as more advanced skills are later covered, these can be explained by referencing back to students’ common experience.

Though all speech components traditionally taught with the deductive approach are covered, they are re-sequenced in the inductive approach so that tasks can be broken down in a manageable, common-sense order. The course schedule thus reflects the inductive principle that students build gradually toward a full speech, thus giving the most lead time before students’ first speeches.

Public speaking is a performance course like a music course. Student mastery ultimately is demonstrated best through speaking performances rather than rote recall from assigned readings. Also, the need to devote class time for speeches puts instructional time at a premium. Test banks for each textbook chapter are provided by the publisher should you wish spend class time on quizzes. But the syllabus does not envision a midterm or final exam and instead emphasizes performance opportunities. 

Finally, by Carnegie standards a student in a 15-week, three-credit-hour course should spend nine hours per week performing the coursework. In a face-to-face course, that breaks down to three hours of class meetings and six hours of study. In an online course, the nine hours are each student’s responsibility. Students should be made aware of this standard and the expectation that their performance should reflect having set aside the time required for college-level coursework.
COURSE SCHEDULE

	Week
	Chapters
	Topics
	Activities

	1
	1 & 2
	Explaining the Inductive Approach
Introducing Your Speech
	Form small groups
Distribute versions of model introduction
Read model introductions within groups

	2
	2 & 3
	Introduction Your Speech
Concluding Your Speech
	Read model introductions before class
Distribute versions of model conclusion
Read model conclusions within groups
Read model conclusions before class

	3
	2, 3 & 4
	Introducing Your Speech
Concluding Your Speech
Speaking Extemporaneously
	Compose 3x5 notecards of introduction
Compose outline of introduction
Extemporize introductions within groups
Compose 3x5 notecards of conclusion
Compose outline of conclusion
Extemporize conclusions within groups

	4
	2, 3 & 4
	Introducing Your Speech
Concluding Your Speech
Speaking Extemporaneously
	Extemporize introductions before class
Extemporize conclusions before class

	5
	5, 6 & 7
	Supporting Your Points
Transitioning Between Points
Outlining Your Speech
	Research workshops within groups
Outlining workshops within groups

	6
	8
	Delivering Your Speech
	Vocal/nonverbal workshop as a class
Oral interpretation of radio ad and PSAs

	7
	N/A
	Speech Topic: “The Value of a College Education”
	Groups 1 & 2 deliver speeches
Groups 3 & 4 deliver speeches

	8
	9
	Formulating Your Thesis
Formulating Your Main Points
	Thesis workshops within groups
Class presentations/discussion of theses
Main points workshops within groups
Class presentations/discussion of points 

	9
	10
	Organizing Your Main Points
Visualizing Your Main Points
	Research workshops within groups
Outlining workshops within groups

	10
	N/A
	Speech Topic: “A Major Problem That College Students Face”
	Groups 2 & 3 deliver speeches
Groups 4 & 1 deliver speeches

	11
	11
	Informing Your Audience
Persuading Your Audience
	In-class speech critiques

	12
	12
	Selecting Your Topic
	Topic selection workshops within groups
In-class prep for persuasive speeches

	13
	N/A
	Persuasive Speech Assignment
	Groups 3 & 4 deliver speeches
Groups 1 & 2 deliver speeches

	14
	13
	Other Types of Public Speaking
· Memorized/Manuscript
· Description/Demonstration
· Special Occasion/Impromptu
	Impromptu speaking exercise
Special occasion speech exercise

	15
	14 & 15
	Critiquing Public Speeches
Speaking in Your Career
	In-class speech critiques
Elevator speech exercise

	16
	N/A
	Final Speech Assignment
	Groups 1-4 deliver speeches



